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MARKETING & GRADING 
 
PACKERS AND STOCKYARDS BOND (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the current Packers and Stockyards bonding 
program does not protect the producers and marketing Agents for 
100% reimbursement of loss, and 

 
WHEREAS, Canada has a workable assessment program to 

protect producers and marketing agents, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Packers and Stockyards Act 
be amended to include a program funded equitably to protect 
producers and marketing agents. 
 
MARKETING RULES (2020) 

 
WHEREAS, the MSCA is concerned about integration and 

concentration taking place within the cattle feeding and packing sectors, 
and  

WHEREAS, cattle producers have a shared incentive to maintain 
an efficient price discovery process that determines fair market value, and 
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WHEREAS, bid-and-offer cash fed cattle trade remains the primary 
base factor for fed cattle value determination, including those marketed 
on alternative marketing agreements, and 

WHEREAS, MSCA has concerns about changes to the Grain Inspect
ion, Packers and Stockyards Act that would totally prohibit the use of any 
single marketing option for cattlemen, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports the strict 
monitoring and enforcement of the present GIPSA regulations by the 
USDA, Federal Trade Commission and the United States Department of 
Justice, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA opposes USDA setting standard 
prices for cattle and competitive injury provisions of the current and future 
GIPSA rules, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports the option of 
forward contracts and marketing agreements and opposes USDA 
intervening in those agreements except for providing transparency. 

 
BONDING OF LIVESTOCK MARKETING AGENCIES, DEALERS AND 
PACKING COMPANIES (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the MSCA recognizes the protections afforded 
the livestock producers when selling livestock through a licensed 
and bonded market agency, dealer or packer and that the principal 
benefit to the producer is not always the amount of recovery under 
a bond, but equally important is the annual review and monitoring 
of the financial condition of the market agency, dealer or packer by 
a regulatory agency, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minnesota State 
Cattlemen's Association supports the Minnesota Department of 
Agriculture in its cooperative efforts with the Packers and 
Stockyards Administration and USDA in the enforcement of fair 
trade practice regulations and a strong bonding and credit status 
program,  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports appropriate 
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bonding requirements and additional examination of livestock 
dealers and buyers by USDA and MDA. 
 
CME LIVE CATTLE FUTURES CONTRACT (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, the CME live cattle futures contract remains an 
important risk management vehicle for cattle producers, and 
 

WHEREAS, the CME live cattle futures contract is a physical 
delivery contract, and the ability to deliver cattle against the 
contact is an important tool for cattle producers to promote the 
basis convergence in the spot month of the contract, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Worthing South Dakota physical delivery 
point is one of the most modern and efficient delivery points that 
exists for the contract, and is located in an area that is home to an 
increasing majority of the cash fed cattle trade that takes place in 
the United States, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports the 
continued existence of the Worthing, South Dakota delivery point 
for CME live cattle futures contacts and opposes any discounting 
or potential delist of the Worthing, South Dakota delivery point, 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports the continued 
existence of all viable delivery points for CME Live Cattle futures 
contract deliveries and opposes any discounting or potential 
delisting of any viable delivery points that would adversely affect 
cattle feeders’ ability to deliver on live cattle. 
 
NEXT DAY CATTLE WEIGHTS (2019)  

 
WHEREAS, Livestock Mandatory Reporting requires 

reporting of carcass weights, and 
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WHEREAS, average carcass weights are not reported 
publicly until 13 days later, and 

 
WHEREAS, slaughter data provides valuable information to 

cattle producers, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports an 11:00 am 

daily LMR report providing the average carcass weight of cattle 
harvested the previous day. 
 
EQUINE SLAUGHTER (2019) 

 
WHEREAS, the funding for horse slaughter inspectors has 

been removed, and 
 
WHEREAS, as a result we have no equine slaughter 

facilities operating in the United States, and 
 
WHEREAS, the quality of life has dramatically declined for 

our older and less productive horses, and 
 
WHEREAS, the lack of funding for federal inspectors in the 

U.S. has had an economic impact of about $300. per horse, and 
 

WHEREAS, this has brought financial hardship to some 
who have a passion for raising and caring for horses, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA stands for reallocating 

funding for USDA inspectors for equine slaughter.  
 
LOCAL LIVESTOCK MEAT PROCESSING (2020) 

WHEREAS, local livestock meat processing plants are 
declining in significant numbers thereby causing a huge backlog of 
scheduled animals to be processed due to: 

1. cost of construction 
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2. cost of regulatory compliance 
3. cost of operations 
4. lack of qualified and available workers 
5. lack of incentives due to the nature of hard work, and 

 
WHEREAS, demand for local processed meat has increased 

due to the increased demand of locally raised animals, and 
 

WHEREAS, a vast number of owners are reaching 
retirement age and it is cost prohibitive to transfer ownership due 
to regulation upgrades, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports creating 
programs that would provide zero or low interest loans to new 
and existing processing plants until plant numbers would increase 
to meet the demand, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports eliminating or 
relaxing unnecessary restrictive or costly compliance regulations, 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports creating 
incentives to statewide trade schools to provide programs or 
classes in meat cutting and/or meat processing management. 
 
TRADE 
 
TRADE PROMOTION (2017) 

 
WHEREAS, the expansion of foreign trade is vitally important 

to the growth of the beef industry, and 
 

WHEREAS, negotiators need to be able to negotiate the best 
agreement that they can without changes being made to the 
agreement after it’s completion, and 
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WHEREAS, international trade is vital to the prosperity and 

long-term growth of United States agriculture, the United States 
economy, the world economy and to Minnesota, and  
 

WHEREAS, agricultural trade is an especially important 
component of world trade and embargoes, economic sanctions, 
and trade restrictions aimed at agriculture, have hurt United States 
farmers and stifled world trade, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA encourages the 
United States government to support and implement humanitarian 
food programs,  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA encourages the U.S. 
and all foreign government agencies to accelerate efforts to 
harmonize regulations affecting food production, the environment 
and food safety in livestock to enhance fairer trade in the realities of 
today’s global marketplace and in concert with all existing and 
proposed trade agreements. 
 
TRADE PROMOTION (2017) 

 
WHEREAS, it is of utmost importance to the economy of 

the United States of America to have fair and balanced trade with 
countries of the world with exporting significance for beef and 
other agriculture commodities, and 

 
WHEREAS, the financial well-being and livelihood of the 

American farmer and rancher depends on worldwide consumers 
of its superior products, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Trump Administration has exited the 

negotiations of the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade agreement, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOVLED, MSCA supports the United 
States of America initiating new talks for a new trade agreement 
for fair and balanced trade of beef and other agricultural products 
to the Pacific Rim countries and other important trading 
countries. 

 
US MEXICO CANADA TRADE AGREEMENT (USMCA) (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, the US Mexico Canada Trade Agreement is of 
utmost importance to the United States economy, especially 
the agriculture industry economy, and 

 
WHEREAS, passage of USMCA has been delayed due to 

President Trump impeachment proceedings, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports passage of 

USMCA as soon as possible and before any further 
impeachment proceedings.   
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
HARMONIZATION OF INTER-STATE ANIMAL MOVEMENT 
REGULATIONS (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, the MSCA understands and supports the need 
for disease monitoring and eradication efforts as well as the 
occasional need for science based animal movement restrictions, 
and  
 

WHEREAS, there is an enormous amount of variation in 
State to State animal movement requirements, with many that 
have no scientific basis, and 
 

WHEREAS, the lack of standardization of animal movement 
regulations has made interstate commerce confusing, inconvenient, 
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and often times cost prohibitive, and this fact has created an 
uncertain business climate and an undeniable economic hardship 
for Minnesota’s Cow/Calf and Seedstock Producers, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports efforts to work 
with elected officials, USDA/APHIS, State Veterinarians, and other 
individuals with vested interest to harmonize inter-state livestock 
movement requirements,  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports the 
establishment of immediate reciprocal restrictions on any state that 
establishes requirements greater than that of USDA. 

 
TRANSPORTATIN INFRASTRUCTURE (2019)  
 

WHEREAS, Rural MN transportation infrastructure of both 
roads and freight rail continue to age and need repair, 
  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA encourages MN DOT 
and the legislature to focus their transportation policy and dollars 
resolving MN freight needs by repairing MN roads and bridges, 
rather than focusing on high speed passenger rail projects to 
various parts of the state.   
 
PIPELINES (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, pipelines are a proven, economical and reliable 
and safe form of transportation,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports Sandpiper 
and other pipeline projects. 
 
FARM TO MARKET ROADS (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, agriculture is the largest business in Minnesota, 
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and  
 

WHEREAS, Efficient and economical movement of 
agricultural products from production points to markets is in the 
interest of producers, processors, marketers, consumers and to the 
economic welfare of the State, and  
 

WHEREAS, there is a variation in state laws regulating the 
maximum weight and length limit on trucks, causing inconvenience, 
confusion and economic loss to livestock truckers and producers, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, The MSCA supports action to 
maintain and upgrade farm to market rural roads and bridges and 
increase weight limits where needed and feasible, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports efforts to 
standardize truck lengths and weights for vehicles used on federal, 
state, and county public roads that are constructed with federal 
funds. 
 
RURAL ROADS (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, rural roads and bridges are in disrepair, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports reasonable 
increases in road and bridge funding. 
 
FARM DRIVERS PERMIT (2020) 

 
WHEREAS, under current Minnesota law, a student applying 

for a farm drivers permit must be a member of a family that either 
owns or rents agricultural property, and 
 

WHEREAS, a student is not eligible for a farm drivers permit if 
he/she is a member of a family that is actively engaged in farming, 
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but does not own or rent land directly; The family rather is a 
shareholder of an entity that owns and/or rents agricultural 
property, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports a law to include 
students whose family is a shareholder of an agricultural entity 
which owns or rents property.  
 
ANIMAL HEALTH 
 
ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION AND PREMISE REGISTRATION (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, intrastate and interstate animal disease 
traceability rules and programs have been developed to allow for 
rapid and effective response to animal health emergencies by the 
beef industry and government animal health officials, and 
 

WHEREAS, the cattle industry is placing renewed emphasis 
on preventing the introduction of foreign animal diseases of 
concern, and 
 

WHEREAS, foreign governments and international 
customers expect the United States beef industry to be able to 
respond quickly and effectively to animal disease outbreaks and 
to provide them with assurances that U.S. beef is safe,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports state-led 
efforts that are both state and federally funded for 
implementation and maintenance of an animal identification 
system within Minnesota, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports standardized 
options of official ID being placed in all breeding livestock before 
or at first “point of sale”, identification should be able to be 
placed by either the livestock owner or the livestock owner’s 
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agent, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports promoting 
recordkeeping to assist in disease investigations, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MSCA will be at the 
forefront of discussions on any modifications to the federal 
and/or state animal disease traceability rules and programs, and 
maintain that any enhancements imposed at the state and/or 
federal level adhere to the following criteria: 

• Minimize additional costs to the beef industry. 

• Maintain that any cattle identification information relative 
to animal disease traceability should be kept confidential. 

• Guarantee the system must operate at the speed of 
commerce. 

• Prioritize the participation of all breeding cattle. 

• Allow for a separate rule making process to consider the 
participation of feeder cattle and cattle under 18 months 
of age. 

• Protect producers from liability for acts of others after 
cattle have left their control. 

• Maintain that the purpose of the animal disease 
traceability system should be solely animal disease 
surveillance, control, and eradication. The only data 
required to be collected should be that necessary to 
accomplish this goal. 

• Prevent animal disease traceability from becoming a tool 
that is solely intended to allow access to international 
markets for trade, yet allow identification utilized in value-
added marketing programs to be considered official 
animal identification for animal disease traceability 
purposes so long as it meets animal disease traceability 
minimum standards. 

• Support the standardized identification methods simplicity 
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and ease of implementation. 

• Maintain data integrity throughout the system, including 
retagging and retirement of tags at harvest. 

• Ensure adequate federal and state resources are available 
to facilitate the objectives of each respective animal 
disease traceability system. 

• Ensures that the animal data management system be 
dependable and datasets correlate with other animal 
health datasets, such as those used for Certificates of 
Veterinary Inspection. 

 
JOHNE’S DISEASE (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, Johne’s disease is affecting the whole cattle 
industry and further research is needed to control it, and  

 
WHEREAS, there is no absolute test for Johne’s disease, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA encourages 

Johne’s disease research and education by the Minnesota Board 
of Animal Health and the University of Minnesota. 
 
ANTIBIOTICS (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, Congress and the FDA have proposed 
restricting the availability and use of antibiotics in the livestock 
sector, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes the 
restriction on availability and use of antimicrobial products. 
 
BOARD OF ANIMAL HEALTH (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Board of Animal Health was 
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established by State Statute, and  
 
WHEREAS, this Board has been very effective in 

establishing disease control and eradication programs for all 
species, thereby protecting the health of all animals, livestock and 
poultry, as well as the citizens of the State of Minnesota, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA strongly urges that 

the Minnesota Board of Animal Health remains as an independent 
agency governed by an appointed Board which will continue to 
serve the best interest of animal health and the livestock industry in 
the State of Minnesota, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA strongly supports our 
involvement in the selection of a bovine representative to the 
Minnesota Board of Animal Health.  

 
BOVINE TB (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, bovine tuberculosis has been detected in 
Minnesota and resulted in severe economic damage to the cattle 
herds involved, and  

 
WHEREAS, the USDA has announced new proposed 

strategies in addressing the disease, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports 
continued surveillance and testing for bovine tuberculosis to be 
administered by the Minnesota Board of Animal Health, and to be 
funded by the state and federal government, and  
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports continued removal 
and testing of wildlife populations in and near areas where bovine 
TB has been detected, and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports new USDA 
proposals to: a) establish bovine control zones, rather than 
downgrading entire states; b) the option for test and removal of 
animals, rather than entire herd depopulations; c) efforts to 
restrict the movement of untested breeding stock and dairy 
heifers that may have been located near “at-risk” areas, such as 
Mexican feeder cattle; and d) restrict movement of rodeo stock. 
 
NEOSPORA CANINUM (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, Neospora Caninum is a major cause of abortion, 
premature birth and impaired calves in cattle and the disease is 
known to host in most wolves and other wild canines, domestic 
dogs and also infects wild deer,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports further 
investigation by appropriate state and federal agencies to 
determine the prevalence of neospora caninum among potential 
host animals in Minnesota and determine the scope and scale of 
this disease within Minnesota’s cattle herd and develop 
appropriate treatment protocol to minimize the economic impact 
of this disease on Minnesota’s cattle industry. 
 
FOOD DISPARAGEMENT LAW (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, foods are perishable, and some members of the 
media and members of some radical groups or organizations have 
made statements that are untrue and thereby causing financial 
harm to producers, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports a Food 
Disparagement Law in Minnesota, with individuals or groups being 
held liable for damages. 
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ANIMAL CARE (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, farmers and ranchers have long been concerned 
with proper care and welfare of livestock and poultry; recognizing 
that good animal husbandry practices are essential to the efficient 
and profitable production of food and fiber, and 
 

WHEREAS, activist groups have been orchestrating efforts to 
severely limit or eliminate poultry and livestock production and 
create a negative image of livestock production, and 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, we as cattlemen will make it 
our responsibility to uphold a high standard of animal care in our 
operations and have no tolerance for animal neglect and/or cruelty, 
and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes any 
legislation or regulatory actions which would impair or prohibit 
sound livestock and poultry husbandry practices and which would 
increase food costs to the consumer, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports legislation 
protecting the property of owners from vandalism or release of 
livestock, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA will partner with other 
agricultural and livestock organizations to take an active role to 
increase public awareness of the motivations of activist groups and 
promote a good image of livestock agriculture. 
 
 
FOOD SAFETY (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, livestock producers and the meat processing 
sector strive to exceed safe government standards for food safety, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports new 

technologies that aid in increasing food safety, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA insists all food safety 
regulations and legislation be based on sound scientific facts, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports that all meat and 
meat products have equivalent regulations and approved standards 
for processing and inspection, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports that producers 
are not asked to pay for the cost of additional state and federal 
inspection services. 
 
AGRICULTURE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (2020) 

 
WHEREAS, agriculture in Minnesota and the Nation will 

continue to modernize and expand and there is significant 
opportunity for additional investment and profit,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA will oppose any 
regulations or legislation that restricts agriculture modernization 
and investment in Minnesota, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA insists that all 
regulations and legislation be based on sound scientific facts and 
economic analysis. 
 
RURAL ELECTRIC AND COMMUNICATIONS (2019) 

WHEREAS, Minnesota cattlemen need to use the latest 
technology available to stay competitive, and 
 

WHEREAS, Rural cooperative electric and telephone systems 
have given their members the means to adopt this technology and 



24 
 

have given our rural area the power and communications system to 
attract supporting industry,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA asks that these 
programs not be diminished in any way, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the MSCA insists that if we 
are served by private companies, that our industry receive 
comparable service at competitive costs. 
 
RENEWABLE FUELS (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the renewable fuels industry in Minnesota is 
important to the state’s economy, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports increased 
renewable fuels production and market access, and 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports research to find 
alternative commodity sources for renewable fuels, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports additional 
research into improved use of utilizing of by- products. 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, beef production in Minnesota is vitally important 
to the economy of the State of Minnesota, and 
 

WHEREAS, government regulations factors of cattle 
operations has caused many producers to leave the business, 
negatively effecting rural economy, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports efforts by 
private, government, and commodity organizations to make it 
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easier to operate and expand cattle operations in Minnesota. 
 
TN VISA PROGRAM (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, The Nonimmigrant (TN) Visa program is 
established through NAFTA and is heavily used by livestock 
producer, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports keeping the 

TN Visa program. 
 
H2A VISA PROGRAM (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the requirement that H2A Visa employees only 
engage in work that is temporary or seasonal in nature makes it 
difficult for employers to comply with H2A regulations;  It also 
makes it difficult to provide H2A Visa employees with a 
meaningful work experience during unforeseen down time due to 
weather, etc., and   

 
WHEREAS, this requirement does not allowH2A employees 

to perform other agricultural duties,  
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports allowing H2A 

Visa holders to engage in work beyond work that is temporary or 
seasonal in nature.   

 
PRIVATE LANDS & THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
7020 FEEDLOT RULES (2017) 

WHEREAS, updating existing feedlots to new 7020 feedlot 
rules is not always economically feasible, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports state and 
federal cost-share dollars for upgrading livestock facilities to those 
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producers who upgrade, replace or expand their operation to make 
it an economically viable entity. 
 
WINTER CARE AND FEEDING OF LIVESTOCK (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, cattle are grazed and cared for on land that grew 
grains and forages during the growing season, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports retaining 
and strengthening statutory language that specifically exempts 
winter feeding areas from feedlot permitting requirements; 
Furthermore, there should be no size threshold that would 
require permitting for these areas. 
 
NPDES/SDS PERMITTING (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the federal courts have ruled that livestock 
producers are not required to obtain National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permits, and  
 

WHEREAS, the 2011 Minnesota State Legislature passed a 
law that changed state law to not require livestock producers to 
obtain NPDES permits, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports livestock 
producers not being required to obtain NPDES permits due to 
arbitrary size thresholds, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, State Discharge System (SDS) 
permits should be reasonable and not as comprehensive as NPDES 
permits, and livestock producers should only be required to obtain 
these permits if they are proven to discharge, not due to a certain 
size threshold, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the state legislature should 
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enact liability protection for SDS permit holders if they are following 
provisions of the permit, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, current NPDES permit holders 
should able to transfer to an SDS permit if they so choose, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes the EPA 
dictating provisions and restrictions on SDS permit holders, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED we support protections from 
nuisance lawsuits if operating under an SDS permit. 
 
EAW AND EIS POLICY (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the Environmental Assessment Worksheet 
(EAW) and the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) were created 
with the intention of fact finding, and  
 

WHEREAS, the EAW and EIS process have become tools for 
groups or organizations to use increase the costs in order to 
discourage proposed projects, and not to find legitimate facts about 
the project, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that any individual, group or 
organization that files a petition for an EAW or an EIS, be 
responsible for additional costs incurred by the EAW or EIS process. 
 
TOWNSHIP ORDINANCES (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota livestock industry is a vital part of 
the state’s economy and rural infrastructure, and  
 

WHEREAS, the livestock industry is Minnesota’s original 
value added agriculture and is the passion of many farm families, 
and 
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WHEREAS, expansion and upgrades to Minnesota feedlots 

have been hindered, obstructed and/or halted by local intervention, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports township 
zoning authority only after an affirmative vote of all township 
voters, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA does not support 
counties and townships enacting environmental regulation stricter 
than state standards, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports requiring 
townships to study the economic impact of their proposed 
ordinances before enactment. 
 
WALK IN HUNTING (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, landowners have liability and trespass concerns, 
 

THEREOFRE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes voluntary 
DNR walk in programs that result in the trespass of un-enrolled 
lands. 
 
GRAY WOLVES (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the United States Fish and Wildlife Services 
(USFWS) Agency has delisted the gray wolf in Minnesota from 
Endangered Species Act protection and delisting has resulted in 
overall management authority for the gray wolf reverting back to 
the State of Minnesota, and  
 

WHEREAS, the USDA/APHIS-Wildlife Services Agency has 
historically been funded for and responded to resolve wolf 
depredation incidents within Minnesota and Wildlife Services 
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maintains a well-trained and highly effective cadre of depredation 
control specialists, and 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statute 3.737 “Livestock Owners; 
Compensation For Destroyed Or Crippled Animals” directs the 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Agriculture to 
compensate livestock owners for livestock destroyed or crippled by 
a gray wolf, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, gray wolves are not 
endangered in Minnesota and should remain de-listed from the 
endangered species list, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, if necessary the MSCA supports 
de-listing via Congressional action, and the MSCA opposes 
reintroduction or release of wolves and other predatory animals, 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports additional 
funding for USDA Wildlife Services in responding to wolf 
depredation incidents and providing training to state and contract 
personnel for wolf depredation control actions after the wolf is de-
listed from Endangered Species Act protection, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports an 
established hunting and trapping season on wolves, and all fees 
generated from licenses being deposited into a dedicated wolf 
management account, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports increased 
funding to compensate livestock owners for livestock killed or 
crippled by gray wolves, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports 
compensation being paid when there is a preponderance of 



30 
 

evidence as determined by an approved investigating officer that 
indicates the likelihood of a wolf kill, even in the absence of a 
carcass. 
 
LEG HOLD TRAPS (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the elimination of leg hold traps would severely 
handicap predator/animal damage control trapping to protect 
property and livestock,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA strongly opposes 
legislation to make leg hold traps illegal in Minnesota or the United 
States. 
 
CLIMATE CHANGE (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, there are several administrative and legislative 
proposals to address climate change and many of those proposals 
might require additional permitting, and lead to increased 
permittee and consumer costs, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports the use of peer 
reviewed science when considering climate change rules or 
legislation, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports beef cattle 
producers representing peers as a member of climate change 
related boards. 
 
PARTICULATE MATTER, DUST (2017) 

WHEREAS, in 2006, EPA set a coarse PM (i.e. dust) 
National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) of 150µg/m³, and 
 

WHEREAS, EPA used the “precautionary principle” to set 
the standard since the science  was inconclusive, and 
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WHEREAS, rural dust is nothing more than dust kicked up 

by cars or trucks travelling on dirt roads or a tractor tilling a field, 
and has long been considered to be of no health concern at 
ambient levels, and 
 

WHEREAS, under the Clean Air Act, EPA is required to 
review the dust NAAQS every 5 years, and 
 

WHEREAS, EPA is in the process of that next review of the 
dust NAAQS, WHEREAS, this time around, EPA has laid the 
foundation to impose the most stringent regulation of dust in US 
history, and 
 

WHEREAS, the EPA is preparing to propose to regulate 
dust at a level that is twice as stringent as the current standard, 
and 
 

WHEREAS, food production requires tilling soil, harvesting 
crops, livestock rearing, and travelling on dirt roads, all of which 
emit dust, and 
 

WHEREAS, dust regulation at a level that is twice as 
stringent as the current standard would require the designation of 
many more nonattainment areas than currently exist, and would 
be economically devastating for agricultural and other resource-
based operations in this state, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that MSCA supports an 
exemption to the dust standards for the agricultural community. 
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WATER QUALITY STANDARDS (2017) 
 
WHEREAS, increasing regulations by governing bodies on 

water quality standards will create economic hardships for 
agricultural producers, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED MSCA opposes water quality 
standards being more restrictive than current standards in 
agricultural areas, and re-evaluating current water quality 
standards  in agricultural areas where standards are unable to be 
reached, and reclassifying those waters as appropriate. 
 
GOVERNMENT LAND MANAGEMENT/GRAZING (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, private land ownership is a cornerstone to 
American principles, and  
 

WHEREAS cattle production and grassland preservation are 
mutually beneficial, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA believes:  
1. Rather than purchasing private property, State and 

Federal government agencies and non- profits should 
develop programs and work collaboratively with cattle 
producers on preserving grasslands that remain 
privately owned and paying property taxes. 

2. Easement programs should not be perpetual in nature. 
3. All lands owned or under easement by the State and 

Federal governments should be eligible for managed 
grazing and/or haying. Conservation managers should 
work with area cattle producers in grazing these lands to 
control invasive species and enhance desired habitat for 
wildlife.  

4. Congress should direct the USDA to revise CRP 
management policies to encourage the grazing and/or 
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haying of CRP lands. The USDA should also work to 
connect CRP contract holders with area cattle producers 
who may be interested in grazing and/or haying CRP 
lands. CRP contract holders should be able to collect a 
reasonable payment from cattle producers for use of 
the CRP land in addition to their regular annual rental 
payment from USDA without penalty. 

5. The DNR should be more flexible in terms of issuing 
burning permits for grassland renovation. 

 
GOVERNMENT LAND SALES (2018) 

WHEREAS, many government assets are tied up in land 
ownership by state and federal entities, and  
 

WHEREAS, these land parcels are not taxable, and  
 

WHEREAS, upkeep of this land is a cost to the state and 
federal governments, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports the sale of 
government owned land, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports halting 
Government acquisition of land through purchase or donation 
except for municipalities and/or roads. 
 
FEED LOT PERMITS (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, there is a reciprocal notification law between 
feedlot and housing developments that is not adequate, and 
 

WHEREAS, Cattlemen are good environmentalists, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency (MPCA) not be allowed to implement rule changes 
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without completing the rule making process, and 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA insists that any single residential 
building proposed must give notice and sign waiver to any feedlot 
owner within 5000 feet, and 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that if MPCA is to mandate changes that 
will cost producers monies to bring existing feed lots into 
compliance, then the MSCA insists that MPCA, or whoever 
mandates these changes, will provide the monies to make these 
changes, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That if any feed lot permits are to 
be issued, a single agency must be in charge of issuing these 
permits, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that current feedlot permit 

holders be protected under old permits until a new permit is issued. 
 
FEEDLOT REPORTING (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, the EPA has proposed requiring additional 
reporting information from CAFOs based on court ruling(s), 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes the 
requirements for livestock producers to report information to the 
EPA. 
 
LIVESTOCK ODOR (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, livestock production is an important part of 
Minnesota’s economy, and  

 
WHEREAS, odor is a natural part of livestock production, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that consideration for the 
natural processes of livestock production and the economic impact 
of regulations be taken into consideration when developing 
livestock odor regulations, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that producers, in compliance 
with their permits be protected from all nuisance odor lawsuits. 
 
PRIVATE LAND RIGHTS (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, the rights of private property owners is a 
cornerstone of our democracy, and 
 

WHEREAS, land that is vacant groves, or land that is enrolled 
in CRP, CREP, RIM, or other government programs is private 
agricultural property, and  
 

WHEREAS, correctly posting and maintaining no trespassing 
signs on private agricultural property adds an undo burden on the 
property owner, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA demands that the 
Minnesota State Legislature require the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Recourses to treat private property that is vacant groves, or 
land that is enrolled in CRP, CREP, RIM, or other government 
programs to be treated as agricultural property for hunting and 
trespassing purposes; this land is private agricultural land and 
should not need posting. 
 
LAND/EASEMENT PURCHASE, MANAGEMENT AND DEDICATED 
SALES TAX (2020)  
 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has several programs and 
sources of revenue to purchase land, purchase easements, and/or 
address environmental issues, such as:  
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1. The Environmental Trust Fund, 
2. Re-Invest in Minnesota, 
3. Clean Water Fund,  
4. Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund, 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes monies 

being spent on:  
1. additional state purchases of lands.  
2. agency personnel to develop additional regulations and 

rules. 
3. grants to groups and entities with an anti-agriculture 

agenda. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports monies being 
spent on:  

1. maintenance of existing lands under state ownership or 
easement.  

2. PILT to counties coming from dedicated funds, rather 
than the General Fund.  

3. programs that encourage proper grazing of state and 
federal lands either owned or under easement.  

4. grants to fix environmental problems. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports cost-share 
assistance for farmers for the development of voluntary 
comprehensive planning tools for nutrient management, manure 
management, pesticide management, tillage management, water 
management and conservation; in particular:  

1. additional funds should be appropriated to the 
Board of Water and Soil Resources to address 
open-lot feeding areas and open-lot agreements, 
regardless of size.  

2.  research and education projects related to 
agriculture nutrient and crop input use and 
potential water quality impacts including 
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development and operation of an on-farm research 
and demonstration program for evaluating the 
relationship between farming practices and water 
quality, including the effectiveness of BMP 
implementation. 

 
DRAINAGE (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota has strict wetland laws 
that are enforced at the local level, and  

 
WHEREAS, wetlands are also regulated on the federal level 

by USDA, EPA and the Army Corp of Engineers, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes any 
changes to the State Drainage Code that would adversely impact 
agriculture’s ability to improve farmland in a manner that is needed 
for Minnesota agriculture to be competitive nationally and 
internationally, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes additional 
federal regulation of wetlands, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA urges local, state and 
federal regulators to use the same or similar standards in wetland 
identification, especially farmable wetlands, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Type One and Type Two 
wetlands should be exempt from regulations and that if remaining 
Types of wetlands are not allowed to be drained, then we request 
fair compensation, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any changes to shoreland 
regulations do not restrict current agricultural activities, and  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that counties involved in 
enforcing ditch buffer rules or re-determination of benefits do so 
in a uniform manner that addresses all parties fairly.  
 
BUFFER STRIPS (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, it is not proven that buffer strips will improve 
water quality due to variations in topography, and 
  

WHEREAS, buffer strip regulations infringe on private 
property rights,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports the repealing 
of the 2015 buffer strip mandate, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA opposes mandatory 
buffer strips on private benefited areas, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA opposes expansion of the 
dimensions of  current buffer strip rule. 
 
BUFFER STRIPS (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, the 2015 buffer strip mandate is passed, and 
 

WHEREAS, MSCA supports repeal of the 2015 buffer strip 
mandate, until repealed, the 2015 mandate needs modification, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports: 
1. Local units of government shall be the 

enforcement entity for state buffer 
requirements.  

2. Extend timelines are needed for 
implementation of buffer setbacks.  

3. Full consideration of alternate conservation 
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methods such as berms, tillage, and water 
retention for substitution of buffers should be 
considered.  

4. When farmers put in buffers next to bodies of 
water and those bodies of water move, then 
the buffer boundary is grandfathered in and no 
additional buffering boundary is required. 

5. Any land requiring a mandatory buffer strip 
shall be exempt from all property taxes and/or 
qualify for any new tax credits.  

6. No trespassing shall be permitted on buffer 
strips.  

7. Reimbursement of implementation expenses 
shall be paid to landowners from the state of 
Minnesota. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA does not support buffer 

areas which are not currently wetlands from becoming wetlands, 
and   
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA does not support any 
effort by the FSA to re-evaluate base acres due to the inclusion of 
state mandated buffers. 
 
ROADSIDE MOWING (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the agricultural industry in the state of 
Minnesota has substantial investment in roadside ditches and 
buffers, and 
 

WHEREAS, mowing of the ditch as needed throughout the 
growing season prevents the establishments of noxious weeds 
and improves roadway passenger safety, and 
 

WHEREAS, citizen management of local and state road 
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right of ways is a cost saving measure for local and state 
governments, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes unreasonable 
restrictions on haying roadside ditches and buffers. 
 
ABUSE OF EMINENT DOMAIN (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, court rulings have upheld the authority of 
government entities to forcibly take private property from a citizen 
and then convey that seized property to other citizens or private 
corporations in the name of economic development, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports legislation 
that prevents government entities from taking private property 
through the eminent domain process for the purpose of conveying 
that property to other private individuals or corporations for 
economic development. 
 
DUST REGULATIONS (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the EPA is considering implementing new rules 
and regulations on dust from agricultural activities, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes EPA 
classifying the State of Minnesota “non-attainment” and 
restricting rural activities. 
 
WATER REGULATIONS (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the EPA/MPCA is considering implementing 
new rules and regulations to address Total Maximum Daily Loads 
and other water quality issues, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes any new or 
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amended EPA/MPCA regulations that would be more to agricultural 
activities. 
 

 
UNREASONABLE LOCAL RESTICTIONS AND ORDINANCES (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, it is becoming more prevalent for groups of 
residents, along with the help of professional specialized attorneys 
to press for passage of local ordinances banning or restricting the 
construction or expansion of livestock facilities, and  
 

WHEREAS, while their reasoning is the fear of water and air 
pollution, the statements are emotionally based and not based on 
scientific facts nor take into consideration the negative economic 
impact such as anti-livestock ordinances will have on rural 
Minnesota, and  
 

WHEREAS, we live in a free country with private property 
rights protected by the United States Constitution and farmers and 
ranchers have the right to build new or expand existing livestock 
facilities, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes 
governments setting unreasonable restrictions on construction of 
livestock facilities in rural Minnesota. 
 
REQUIRED FENCING OF WATERWAYS (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, certain waters of the state are deemed as 
impaired waters,  
 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and 
other Government Agencies propose that producers fence the 
water of the state to restrict livestock from entering the waters of 
the state, 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports producer 

involvement in conservation and management practices, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes the 
Government Agencies in requiring fencing of Minnesota waterways. 
 
REGULATORY MEDIATORS (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, many livestock producers are threatened by fines 
by the MPCA for either perceived or actual violations of pollution 
laws and many times they do not have the financial resources to 
hire professional help to satisfy MPCA’s requirements or the money 
to hire lawyers to fight the alleged infraction, and 
 

WHEREAS, livestock producers are subject to decisions 
made by government agencies without any means of appeal, except 
expensive court litigation,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports the 
formation of a mediation team of at least three people, which can 
be used to settle disputes and appeals of producers; in which these 
people must be non-biased, affiliated with animal agriculture 
production and familiar with environmental safeguards, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this service will be funded, 
though extension or the Minnesota Department of Agriculture by 
the legislature to a level so that any producer in animal agriculture 
will have access to it without any charge. 
 
BIOSECURITY (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, Bio-security is of the upmost importance to stop 
the introduction of communicable diseases and would be 
catastrophic to the entire livestock industry, and 
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WHEREAS, terrorist groups, foreign and domestic, are a 

threat to the food supplies of the United States and a safe food 
supply is vital to our national security, and  
 

WHEREAS, trespassing by domestic terrorists unto private 
livestock facilities carries the threat of spreading disease and 
threatening livestock health and causing economic hardship to 
producers, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports United 
States Federal Government increase border security and 
increase customs enforcements on all borders, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports building a 
permanent structure on the southern border to keep out 
unwanted disease vectors out, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports a law that 
makes trespassing onto private livestock facilities a felony in cases 
where intentional damage has been caused, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all convicted trespassers 
and/or the organizations they represent be held liable for treble 
damages. 
 
GRAZING (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, cattle in Minnesota graze in many pastures 
which have lake footage or streams included in them, and 
 

WHEREAS, some “waters of the state” in Minnesota have 
been deemed impaired water by reason of turbidity and other 
impairments, and 
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WHEREAS, scientific evidence has shown that cattle 
grazing improves water quality, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports efforts to 
increase grazing on marginal and impaired land, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports producer 
involvement and sound science in determination of conservation 
and management practices, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, if change in lake, stream and 
river management practices becomes mandatory, there must be 
just compensation for costs and loss of land river management 
practices becomes mandatory, there must be just compensation for 
costs and loss of land. 
 
FEED STORAGE (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, MPCA is requiring no discharge from stored feed 
areas, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports reasonable 
options other than containment. 
 
USE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PENALTIES (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, cattlemen are good environmentalists and make 
practical environmental improvements as fast as economically 
possible, and  
 

WHEREAS, cattlemen feel it is important to do 
environmental improvements on our cattle farms and ranches, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA strongly objects to 
penalties being assessed our members for an alleged infraction and 



45 
 

if any penalties are assessed they shall be spent to correct the 
infractions, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that MPCA’s funding should 
come from the legislature and not from penalties assessed for 
infractions of rules developed by this same agency, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA asks the governor to select 
agency heads with these ideas and goals so as to protect existing 
cattle operations from economic hardship heads with these ideas 
and goals so as to protect existing cattle operations from being 
forced out of business. 
 
HAZARDOUS WILDLIFE POPULATION (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, wildlife is defined as deer, turkeys, geese, bear, 
elk, coyotes, wolves, mountain lions, and others regulated by 
government agencies, and  
 

WHEREAS, Agricultural producers are the primary 
caretakers of wild animals in Minnesota, and 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that when wildlife causes 
damage to livestock, crops and feedstuffs, and, or reach detrimental 
levels just compensation must be made by the state at market value 
for losses and steps taken by wildlife officials to lower population in 
over populated areas, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that DNR must change practices 
and management in those areas that cause over concentration of 
wildlife, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that agricultural producers have 
the authority to protect their livestock and other assets from 
predators or destructive animals by lethal means. 
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ELK MANAGEMENT (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota is now a TB status Free State and 
free ranging elk may be a carrier (TB Positive) and could transfer 
this disease to cattle,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes any study or 
introduction of additional free ranging elk, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports control of the 
size of free ranging elk herds. 
 
LANDOWNER DEER MANAGEMENT (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, deer are overpopulated and causing fatalities, 
mental anguish, injuries, comprehensive damages, and 
 

WHEREAS, deer bed and feed in crop areas at the farmers 
and/or land owners expense, and 
 

WHEREAS, deer carry diseases that can be passed to 
livestock, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports a minimum 
land ownership requirement of 40 acres to qualify land owners, 
co-owners or co-tenants for two free antlerless deer tags.  
 
LIVESTOCK GREENHOUSE GAS (2018) 

 
WHEREAS, government agencies are regulating greenhouse 

gas emissions under the Clean Air Act,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports the use of 
sound science, before any regulations on greenhouse gas 
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emissions under the Clean Air Act that would negatively affect 
livestock production. 
 
COUNTY FEEDLOT PERMITTING (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, feedlots must go through environmental 
review before county provisional permits can be issued, and 

 
WHEREAS, producers could incur significant expense to 

meet environmental review only to be denied a permit at the 
county level,  

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports clarifying 

Minnesota regulations so that conditional approval of feedlot 
permits are allowed at the county level before completion of all 
state environmental review.   
NITROGEN RULE (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Department of Agriculture is 
developing a Nitrogen Fertilizer Rule, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes unreasonable 
restrictions for Nitrogen Fertilizer usage. 
 
PCA FEES (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has 
proposed an increase of MPCA permit fees, and 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes any 
unreasonable fee increases. 
 
LAND OWNER LIABILITY (2018) 

WHEREAS, the implementation of buffers may increase 
the trespassing of private land, and 
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WHEREAS, trespassers may inadvertently become injured 

on private property,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports that land 
owners shall not be held liable for accident or injury that occurred 
on privately owned land. 

 
AG POLICY 
 
FEDERAL FARM BILL (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, the federal farm bill shapes commodity and 
conservation policy and appropriates dollars, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports: 
a. Private enterprise alternatives in marketing and risk 

management should be developed and encouraged as 
the preferred alternative to government programs. 

b. Any commodity program must include thorough 
consideration of its impact upon the beef sector. 

c. Disaster assistance should be designed based on the 
type of disaster with a primary focus of protecting the 
economic viability of the U.S. cowherd and further 
providing for appropriate. 

d. assistance for stocker and feeder needs. 
e. Support a transition or phase-out period for programs 

that may be eliminated. 
f. The availability of capital to farmers and ranchers at 

competitive rates to maintain a healthy business 
environment, resulting in the continued viability of 
agricultural operations. 

g. Additional conservation funding for the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and focus those 
dollars on the livestock sector. Cost-share should also 
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be allowed for all. 
h. types of fencing and watering projects. 
i. New programs designed for young and beginning 

ranchers. 
j. The inclusion of wolf depredation as an eligible loss 

under the Livestock Indemnity Program. 
k. Further reforms to the CRP program to expand 

managed haying and grazing. There should be no 
payment penalties for contract holders who conduct 
managed haying and grazing or who work with a 
livestock producer on these practices. Furthermore 
forage harvested during drought periods should be 
able to be sold. 

l. The development and expansion of livestock insurance 
programs. 

m. Grass hay, alfalfa, and full season cover crop being 
listed as a program crop. 

 
DISASTER (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, cattle producers are effected by disasters 
(drought, flood, fire, etc.),  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports the State 
of Minnesota acting promptly to open up all state owned lands 
and lands under easement for managed haying and grazing, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State and Federal 
government through various programs and actions should provide 
assistance to livestock producers, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the USDA should act promptly 
to open up all CRP acres for emergency haying and grazing. 
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OVERTIME PAY (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, Iowa, South Dakota and Wisconsin all recognize 
and implement the federal farm exemption for overtime 
payment, and  
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota farm operations currently pay a 
stepped-up minimum wage established in state law for 
agricultural operations, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports 
legislation which would place Minnesota on par with neighboring 
states by ensuring that the federal agriculture exemption for 
overtime pay is the legal standard established in the state. 
 
HAY HAULING (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, farmers and ranchers entering a public 
roadway with loads of hay, straw or other fodder are subject to all 
the DOT rules regarding securement and width, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports farmers 
and ranchers be exempt from DOT regulation regarding load 
securement and width on the first movement of hay, straw and 
other fodder from the field to the farm. 
 
BIOTECHNOLOGY (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, certain states and the federal government have 
proposed mandatory labeling for all foods containing genetically 
enhanced materials, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes mandatory 
labeling of all food products containing genetically enhanced 
materials. 
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PESTICIDES AND HERBICIDE LABEL LAWS (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, EPA has studied application rates and methods 
for pesticides and herbicides,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes Minnesota 
proposing more restrictive regulations of pesticide and herbicide 
then the labeled instructions. 
 
PESTICIDE AND FERTILIZER REGULATION AUTHORITY (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Ag has an 
understanding of agricultural practices, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports the 
Minnesota Department of Ag maintaining exclusive authority of 
pesticide and fertilizer regulations. 
 
AGRI FUND (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, there are monies available for the Agricultural 
Growth and Reinvestment and Innovation (AGRI) Fund, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports formal 
producer and agricultural organization input into priorities and use 
of dollars, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports funding for 
priority cattle- related issues, such as:  

1. environmental compliance 
2. beginning farmers and ranchers 
3. research  
4. cattle related-improvements and modernization. 
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YOUTH LABOR (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, MSCA encourages youth involvement in 
agriculture, and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed changes to US Department of 
Labor rules discourages youth involvement in agriculture by 
limiting who can participate in farming and ranching activities, and  
 

WHEREAS, parents/guardians are best suited to decide 
which activities are appropriate for their children, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes changes 
to US Department of Labor regulations that may add additional 
limitations to child farm labor. 
 
ENVIRONMENT IMPROVEMENT ASSISTANCE (2016) 
 

WHEREAS, state and federal agencies continually adopt and 
revise rules and regulations for the production of livestock, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA request that funds 
be made available to help alleviate the financial burden put on all 
producers. 
 
CHANGES IN RURAL REPRESENTATION (2019) 

WHEREAS, the state of Minnesota is reducing rural 
representation in our state government, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA is opposed to any 
legislation that would reduce rural representation in Minnesota. 
 
BEEF CHECK-OFF (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, the Beef Check-Off program has been critical to 
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the improved perception and demand for beef, and 
 

WHEREAS, given the turbulent and increasingly 
competitive environment of today, combined with the increasing 
costs associated with carrying out the assigned tasks of Beef 
Promotion Research and Education, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports an 
increase of the state of Minnesota Beef Check-Off funding. 
 
EQIP APPLICATIONS (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) has the duty of applying for EQIP funding for upgrading of 
livestock facilities to comply with the EPA and MPCA feedlot rules, 
and  

WHEREAS, some NRCS offices have delayed the EQIP 
application process, and  
 

WHEREAS, NRCS offices and Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency and Environmental Protection Agency are not consistent or 
in agreement on rulings,  
 

THEREOFRE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA requests that NRCS 
local and regional officials be obligated to help livestock facility 
owners apply for EQIP funding in a timely manner and with 
consistent rulings throughout the state. 
 
PETROLEUM CONTAINMENT (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, federal law requires secondary containment of 
bulk petroleum products in case of a spill, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA requests an Ag exemption 
to this federal rule. 
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BALLOT INITIATIVE (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, the MSCA is deeply concerned about the rapid 
spread of ballot initiatives across the Country, and  
 

WHEREAS, by this process well-funded misinformation 
campaigns can overwhelm our ability to disseminate the truth and 
limit any chance of a fact-based debate, and 
 

WHEREAS, an extremely small portion of the voting 
population has the experience or knowledge base to make an 
informed fact based decision, and 
 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Cattlemen believe that our elected 
officials have the responsibility of weighing the facts, exploring the 
consequences, and ultimately creating policies, laws, statutes that 
are in the best interest of their constituents, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports the 
legislative process, and the work of our elected officials, and 
opposes any effort to replace the legislative process with ballot 
initiatives. 
 
DEFINITION OF MEAT (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, there is a new development of protein sources 
to substitute for meat, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA believes only 
protein derived from animals be classified as meat. 
 
LABORATORY CULTURED PROTEIN PRODUCTS (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, live animal cells have been isolated in a 
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laboratory environment and fed and nurtured to produce 
satisfactory edible meat to be marketed to the consumer on a 
mass scale, and 

 
WHEREAS, a mass scale production of laboratory produced 

meat can place a large financial detriment to farm and ranch 
economies, and  

 
WHEREAS, consumers must be made aware of how 

products are produced, and  
 
WHEREAS, laboratory meat producers shall make no 

infringement on marketing terms that farm and ranch products 
have always been associated with, 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports legislation 
that will require laboratory meat producers and/or processors to 
label consumer packaging as “LAB GROWN PROTEIN” or 
equivalent, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports legislation that 

would prohibit the words "BEEF" and/or "HAMBURGER" on any 
laboratory grown protein label or marketing material. 
 
LIVESTOCK TRANSPORTATION HOURS OF SERVICE 
STANDARDS (2017) 

WHEREAS, livestock haulers must adhere to Hours of 
Service standards that regulate how long a single individual can 
operate a truck before taking a mandatory rest period, and 
  

WHEREAS, cattle producers often need to transport 
livestock distances further than currently allowed by the hour of 
service standards, and will incur increased costs and/or unfair 
negative basis based on the farms location, and 
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WHEREAS, strict enforcement of the Hours of Service 
standard will compromise animal welfare by forcing livestock to 
be transferred between trucks or remain on a trailer for an 
extended period of time while the driver rests, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes any policy 
that causes extended layovers of livestock on trailers due to 
transportation regulations, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports an hours of 

service extension to allow for cattle to be transported to their 
final destination where they may receive proper care, feed, and 
water, and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports a permanent 

exemption from the hours of service mandate for the 
transportation of livestock. 
 
ELECTRONIC LOGGING DEVICES (2017) 

 
WHEREAS, legislation has been implemented to require all 

over the road trucks that travel beyond a 150 mile radius of 
loading point to use an electronic logging device, and 

 
WHEREAS, this legislation could result in will require off 

loading and reloading of livestock due to required resting periods 
on extended travel times, which will cause undue stress to 
livestock due to excessive handling.  Unloading at service points 
will also increase the risk of injury and various diseases due to 
unnecessary comingling.  Economic losses from reduced carcass 
quality will incur due to increased bruising, weight shrinkage, and 
dark cutters, and  

WHEREAS, there is currently no infrastructure in place to 
facilitate the loading and reloading of livestock, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports legislation 
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that would exempt all livestock trucks from the electronic logging 
device. 

 
ELECTORAL COLLEGE (2019)  
 

WHEREAS, there is a movement to eliminate the current 
electoral college process and 

 
WHEREAS, the electoral college is a proven fair 

representation of the United States population demographics,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports 
maintaining the current electoral college voting process.   
 
MORATORIUM OF CAFOS (2020) 

 

WHEREAS, a bill named the “Farm System Reform Act of 
2019”  has been introduced in the United States Senate by Senator 
Cory Booker (D-NJ), which if passed, would place an immediate 
moratorium on new or expanding livestock CAFOs and a total 
elimination of livestock CAFOs by the year of 2040 (CAFO numbers as 
species defined by the EPA), and 
 

WHEREAS, the bill, among other requirements, would 
require integrators to be held liable for any and all pollutants 
deemed harmful to the environment and/or public health, and 
 

WHEREAS, numerous farm organizations and farm advocate 
groups have supported this bill, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes any legislation 
that would restrict any livestock feeding location or entity to a 
limited number of animals. 
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PETROLEUM FRACKING (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, petroleum industry fracking has enabled United 
States to maximize oil and gas production and to produce it more 
efficiently, and 
 

WHEREAS, fracking has added benefits of 
1. Improved economies in America 
2. Added jobs in America 
3. Gaining energy independence for America 
4. Improve our national security 
5. Improve our trade balance with other countries 
6. Lower energy prices for consumers 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes any legislation that 

would ban or limit fracking. 
 

GREEN NEW DEAL (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the GREEN NEW DEAL and its associated ideals have 
been threatened by lawmakers to become policy or law which 
include but not limited to: 

1. Eliminate all combustion engines 
2. Extreme curtail of all air travel 
3. Reduce or eliminate ruminant production due to methane 

emissions 
4. Create an added carbon tax 
5. Rapidly increase inefficient wind and solar energy 
6. Overload the current electrical grid system 
7. Universal basic income, and 

 
WHEREAS, the GREEN NEW DEAL will negatively impact 

consumers and businesses including beef producers livelihood, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes any legislation or 
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policy associated with the passage of the GREEN NEW DEAL and any 
other associated title. 
 
GREAT RESET OF CAPITALISM (2020) 

 
WHEREAS, a group of prominent economic world leaders at 

the WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM have introduced radical new 
changes to socioeconomic and regulatory policies also known as the 
“Great Reset of Capitalism”, and 
 

WHEREAS, the “Great Reset of Capitalism” is a mass 
movement towards worldwide socialism which includes ideals such 
as eliminating social and economic injustice, granting more power to 
government agents, opposing free markets, eroding property rights 
and revamping educational systems all in the name of climate 
change and economic recovery due to COVID 19 pandemic, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes any legislation 
or policy associated with the “Great Reset of Capitalism” and its 
related ideals. 
 

TAXES & CREDIT 
 
ESTATE TAX (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, 97% of American farms and ranches are owned 
and operated by families, and eliminating the estate tax is an 
important step in stimulating the nation’s economy, and 
 

WHEREAS, the tax directly affects family owned businesses 
and places a burden on families planning to pass their business on 
to the next generation, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports a 
reduction of the estate tax while retaining the current stepped up 
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basis provision at the time of death, with an ultimate goal of 
permanent elimination of state and federal estate taxes, while 
retaining stepped-up basis. 
 
ESTATE TAX (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota State Estate Tax exemption is 
significantly lower than the federal estate tax exemption,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports raising the 
Minnesota State Estate Tax exemption be no less than the federal 
estate tax exemption level.   
 
U.S. FISCAL POLICY (2017) 
 

WHEREAS, annual U.S. budget deficits have been 
exceptionally large for several years, leading to a huge 
accumulated public debt, and 
 

WHEREAS, existing entitlement programs are not 
financially sustainable in their present form, and 
 

WHEREAS, citizens today have an obligation to leave the 
country in strong financial condition so that future generations 
are not burdened by debts incurred by their ancestors,  
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports a 
fundamental reform of U.S. fiscal policy that would: 

1. reduce and then eliminate the deficit primarily by 
constraining spending, with any revenue increases coming 
from higher economic growth. 

2. reform the tax code by lowering rates. 
3. reduce entitlement program spending. 
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HOMESTEAD CREDIT (2016) 
 
WHEREAS, property tax amount is determined by an 

adjusted value of any given land, and  
 

WHEREAS, land values are fluctuating, and 
 

WHEREAS, property tax amount is determined by an 
adjusted value of any given land, and  
 

WHEREAS, homestead credit is limited to a total valuation of 
property of $690,000, and WHEREAS, land values are escalating,  

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports raising the 

homestead credit limitations. 
 
CULTURAL HERITAGE FUND (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, a portion of the dedicated sales tax is deposited 
in the Cultural Heritage Fund, and  

 
WHEREAS agriculture and county fairs are part of the 

culture of Minnesota, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports the 
Legislature appropriating dollars from this fund to assist county 
fairs and agriculture education efforts. 
 
STATE BUDGET DEFICIT (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, cattle producers are not able to pass extra tax 
and fee costs onto the price of their product, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, in order to address budget 
deficits, the State Legislature and Governor should start by 
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reducing spending. MSCA opposes new fees and taxes being 
imposed upon agriculture to balance the budget, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State of Minnesota should 
sell state land to private individuals in order to help balance the 
budget. 
 
PROPERTY TAXES (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, agricultural property taxes in Minnesota 
constitute a large part of a producer’s cost of production that 
must be paid regardless of whether a crop is produced or 
harvested and regardless of whether a producer has the income to 
pay, and 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota is considering 
reductions in local government aid, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes shifts in 
taxes that would increase the tax burden to the Minnesota 
agricultural economy, and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA supports local 
government aid being directed only to rural communities for 
essential services. 
 
TAX EXEMPTION ON COVERED STRUCTURES (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, the beef industry is building totally covered 
structures to eliminate manure runoff, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports the ruling 
that the roof of a totally covered beef structure be exempt from 
property tax valuation. 
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COINCIDING STATE AND FEDERAL TAX LAWS (2019) 
 

WHEREAS, the current state tax laws do not coincide with 
federal tax laws, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA recommends the 
Minnesota Department of Revenue change tax laws to become 
more aligned with federal law changes on the same timetable. 
 
PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, public school district funding is derived from 
local property taxes, and  

 
WHEREAS, funding for public school capital improvement 

funding is assessed on a different property tax base than for levy 
increase referendum funding, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA supports all public 
school funding including capital improvement funding be based on 
one (1) house, one (1) garage, and one (1) acre of land. 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT TAX EXEMPTIONS (2018) 
 

WHEREAS, the livestock industry in Minnesota generates 
millions of dollars of income, and thousands of jobs for our citizens, 
our livestock industry is declining in production because of 
neighboring states tax policies, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA encourages the 
Minnesota Legislature to advocate investment in our livestock 
industry by: computing sales tax on materials that are used in the 
construction of new livestock facilities or improvement and repairs 
of existing facilities the same as farm machinery; the valuation of 
these facilities should be exempt from property taxes for ten years. 
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Similar to the laws of Tax Increment Financing, that numerous 
businesses in Minnesota are receiving, the MSCA believes all should 
be treated equally. 
 
HEALTH CARE (2020)  
 

WHEREAS, the MSCA recognizes that current health 
insurance premium rate increases are unsustainable for individual 
families to financially afford, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the MSCA opposes 
health insurance premium increases greater than the rate of 
inflation, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the MSCA opposes Government 
mandated health care. 
 

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY TAX (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, certain counties have a policy of zero net gain for 
tax exempt property for the purpose of maintaining the county tax 
base, and 
 

WHEREAS, certain organizations or individuals have 
purchased tax based property and then donated the property to 
government organizations thereby removing the property from the 
county tax base, and 
 

WHEREAS, government obtained property removes the 
property from production agriculture, and 
 

WHEREAS, it has been witnessed government organizations 
do not properly manage and maintain their current properties, 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, MSCA opposes tax based 
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property purchased for the purpose of donating or reselling to 
government organizations thereby removing the property from the 
tax base, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, MSCA supports allowing local 
governments to tax the state and/or federal government on state 
and/or federal government properties that is removed from 
agricultural land. 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA AND EXTENSION SERVICE (2020) 
 

WHEREAS, The University of Minnesota is involved in 
teaching, research, extension and public service programs 
which are a benefit to the entire population of the State of 
Minnesota, and  

 
WHEREAS, Livestock and supporting industries annually 

generate over 10 billion dollars of revenue in the State of 
Minnesota, and  

 
WHEREAS, The efficiency of animal production 

ultimately influences food costs for Minnesota consumers, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the MSCA supports:  

1. Continued and increased funding of the “Ag 
Special” for priority programs at the College of 
Agriculture and Extension Service. 

2. Continued funding for the U of M Beef Team and filling 
all vacated positions. 

3. Additional research efforts, whether on-farm or at 
University facilities, such as Grand Rapids, Crookston 
and Rosemount. Research priorities include feedstock 
usage, nutrition, genetics, and production data. 

4. The creation of a statewide position of Beef Cattle 
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Educator for beef industry development. 
5. Additional collaboration between the Extension 

Service and Farm Business Management on 
production. 


